L-attur famuz

Mindu kien zghir, Jimmy Coleiro u t-teatru kienu
rrakkmati f’destin li dejjem holom bih. Minn dejjem
kien affaxxinat bil-fatt li xi hadd jista’ jaghmilha
ta’ xi hadd iehor. U rnexxielu. Wara li gie lura mill-
Ingilterra fejn studja diversi dixxiplini mhaddmin
fit-teatru, il-popolarita ta’ Jimmy Coleiro bdiet
tikber, kemm fid-dinja tat-teatru u kemm fid-dinja
tal-films. Importanti li ghalissa ma tahrablux xi
kelma fuq il-progett il-gdid li qallu bih Chris, I-agent
tieghu. Kien ecitat. Progett f'Hollywood. Imma ahjar
jiffoka. L-ahhar ftit linji jongsu ...

Twill not yield,

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s feet,

And to be baited with the rabble’s curse ...

Twas sick, sick unto death, with that long agony ...

Dalma. Kesha fina. Taqtir tal-ilma. Hoss fil-
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boghod, donnu ta’ brix jew grif. Rasi kienet qed
iddamdam. Ftaht ghajnejja bil-mod. Cpar. Kollox
zliega wahda. Teptipt ghajnejja u l-vista bdiet gejja
bil-mod. Ghajnejja bdew jidraw id-dalma. Fejn
gieghed? Kont mal-art, cangatura nahseb, inxomm
u ntieghem it-trab. Ippruvajt inqum bilqieghda bil-
mod. Rasi baqghet iddamdam. Missejt in-naha ta’
wara ta’ rasi u hassejt gundalla dagsiex. M’ghandix
idea fejn qieghed jew kif spiccajt hawn. Nispera mhix
xi cajta goffa ta’ dak il-mignun Jeremy. Mindu konna
zghar kien jagbad mieghi.

Hello ... hello ... hawn xi hadd?

Xejn. Irbumbjar. Jien u d-dlam. Bdejt nghajjat
waqt li bdejt nerga’ nipprova nqum. Kif sibt ruhi
bilwieqfa kollox beda jdur u stabatt mal-art. Meta
rgajt stenbaht rasi kienet ftit ahjar. Ftit ’il boghod
minn saqajja kien hemm xi haga. Tkaxkart bil-mod
u ndunajt 1i kien hemm flixkun ilma u banana.
Nizzilt nofs flixkun f’kemm ili nghidlek. Kemm
kien ili hawn? Ftit sighat I-aktar. Qaxxart il-banana u
kiltha f’nifs. Bdejt inhossni ftit ahjar. Qomt bilwieqfa
u bdejt inhoss b’idi biex nipprova nifhem fejn
gieghed. Hitan kiesha, umdita, ma tinhassx kamra
kbira. Qalbi bdiet thabbat, izzid fir-ritmu, bu bumm

bu bumm bu bumm. Il-biza’ hassejtha hierga minn
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gol-hajt waqt li bdiet tixxeblek ma’ gismi donnha
garnita Medusjana. In-nifs dejjem jigsar, xi hadd, xi
haga taghfas m’ghongqi. Ghafsa gentili li kulma jmur
bdiet taghfas ftit aktar.

The blackness of eternal night encompassed me.

Ma nafx kemm ili hawn. Gimgha, xahar, sitt
xhur, tlift il-kont kif ukoll il-piz. Ghall-bidu 1-ilma
u l-banana kienu kostanti imma anke dawn waqfu
dan l-ahhar. Ma nistax nithem kif ninsab hawn. Min
gabni hawn? Ghaliex? Sa fejn naf jien m’ghamilt deni
lil hadd.

Yet not for a moment did I suppose myself actually

dead.

Ippruvajt inqum imma ma stajtx. Gismi kollu
kien marbut bi hbula ssikkati. Jaghfsu. Kull vina lesta
biex tispara f'murtali kkuluriti. Kont marbut fuq
injama twila nhares lejn saqaf ahdar immuffat. Bdejt
naqta’ nifsi. Issarajt biex nipprova ninhall. Donnu
hemm trakk gebel jaghfas fuq sidri. Bdejt nghajjat.
Imbaghad wagfa ta’ ftit sekondi. Kollox waqaf, anke
l-hin. Donnu xi hadd kien ged jara film u waqqfu ftit
biex imur sal-k¢ina jgib flixkun birra.

Indunajtlimas-saqafkien hemm xihagamdendla,
bhal mannara enormi, leqgiena. Bdiet ti¢caqglaqg.

Ghall-bidu bil-mod il-mod, minghajr ghagla,

11



KEITH BORG

sakemm il-velocita bdiet izzid, pendlu ta’ tvenvin.
II-hoss ma nistax nispjegah, donnu ruxxmata znazan
imsakkrin f'mohhi, tvenvin li jidhol minn imnifsejk
u jinzel jgharrex 1 isfel ' isfel waqt li jkexkex kull
gog f’gismek sakemm isib fejn hi mohbija ruhek u
jibda jqattaghha u jistupraha. Dal-pendlu mignun
dejjem niezel 'l isfel. Ftit ftit imma cert minnu
nnifsu. Aktar ma nissara, aktar il-hbula jissikkaw.
Gurdien tal-imramma qabez helu helu fuq sieqi
l-leminija. Ghajnejh ileqqu, jiccassa lejja jistenna,
jikkalkula 1-mument ezatt li wasal fi ftit sekondi.
Beda jgerrimli s-seba’ I-kbir. Pandemonju. Ma stajtx
niccaqlagq. Qatra demm, imbaghad ohra, sakemm
nixxiegha ta’ demm bdiet tgelgel ma’ sieqi. Imbaghad
wasal it-tieni gurdien. U t-tielet. Baqghu gejjin bil-
mijiet u l-eluf. Il-pendlu wasal kwazi ma’ sidri. Ir-
rih tieghu ma’ wicci. It-tvenvin jobroxli mohhi. Ma
flahtxaktar. Nizlet bewlama’sieqi, l-ahhar ftit likwidu
li kien fadalli f’gismi. Il-pendlu beda jhaxken ma’
sidri, iqatta’ bil-mod il-laham li darba kien tari. Id-
demm itir minn kull parti ta’ gismi. Kaxxa infernali,
festa ghall-grieden. Imbaghad mas-saqaf ilmahtha,
dabra hamra tteptep, dik x'inhi? Kamera? Possibbli?
Imbaghad ftakart fih.
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Quentin beda miexi "1 barra fuq it-tapit ahmar. Kellu
libsa gdida fjamanta, zarbun ileqq u dahqa ma tispicca
gatt. Fidu zewg statwetti zghar. Waqaf jippoza ghal
ftit ritratti. Hass iz-ziffa li qamet ftit sighat qabel
tahjih. Rega’ beda miexi sakemm waqqfuh tmien
gurnalisti kollha jsejhulu, jimbottaw biex jiehdu
l-ewwel kummenti ta’ dan id-direttur bravu li wettaq
rebha storika. Min gatt sema’ b’Malta u I-film awards
fl-istess sentenza?

Quentin, Quentin, over here, over here.

Quentin, what can you tell us about this historic
win?

Quentin, where is Jimmy? Why is he not here?

Where is Jimmy? Where is Jimmy? Where is
Jimmy?

I would like to thank everyone for their support.
It has been a magnificent experience. This journey
started from my obsession with Edgar Allan Poe.
I wanted to recreate “The Pit and the Pendulum”
in a new light, an experiment with one of the best
emerging actors. As you have seen in this short film,
Jimmy encompasses the torment and fear that Poe
wrote about.

But where is Jimmy?

To be quite honest, no one really knows where
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Jimmy is. As soon as this project wrapped up, we lost
all contact with him. It’s as if he disappeared from
the face of the Earth. Jimmy, if you're listening, these
awards belong to you. You deserve it. You have made
this experiment successful and we all love you for
that.

But ...

I'm sure that Jimmy will resurface in a few weeks.
Let’s leave him alone for the time being as I'm sure

this role has taken a toll on him.
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