
In her 20s,  she fell in love with Edward Manfré, while he was in Maltaon holiday from 
Canada. 

You never knew when Madame  
was going to give you an appointment. 

If she phoned, you had to drop 
everything and run to her house  

and workshop in Balzan.  
If you missed your appointment,  

you were pushed back  
to the end of the  

waiting list.

You must come 

for a fitting

NOW

Sometimes her  

clients bought  

their cloth  

from Italy 

for more than 

£100 a yard, 

that's €4,000 

for every 1 metre.

Madame has such  
a long waiting list! 

Grrr! 
How did she 

manage?!

Will you marry me  
and come to New York  

with me?

Sure!

In New York, she worked  
in a couture house (a place where 
clothes are designed and created)  
for a designer who used to assist  

the famous French fashion designer 
Jean Patou. The experience  

made her even more brilliant.

Madame Manfré 
made her dress!  

I am SOOO 
jealous!

Madame Manfré was a

legendary Maltese 
dressmaker

who wove her magic with 
cloth and made people look 

glamorous.  
She changed the  

fashion scene in Malta! 

Thank you 
Madame!

I feel like a PRINCESS! 

Madame Manfré  

died in 1979,  

a few minutes after she 

had just finished  

a wedding dress, her last  

wonderful creation.

Madame Manfré was born 
in Valletta in 1902, 
the first of 11 children. 
Obviously she was not called 
Madame Manfré. Her real name  
was Carmela Pollaco, but Shhh!  
Very few people knew that!

Little Carmela was always  
making dresses for her dolls,  
and later for herself and friends.  
At the age of 16, people were asking 
her to make dresses for them. 

Madame is very busy and 
has a few helpers.  

My job is to pick up all  
the pins from the floor!

When she came 
back to Malta 
five years later, 
everyone wanted 
Madame Manfré 
to design their 
dresses. But they 
had to wait!

BORN

1902

How did she follow fashion?
She had no internet or Fashion TV, but every summer 
Madame Manfré would take a month off, get on a boat  
(she hated flying and never went on a plane all her life!) 
and would travel to Europe’s top fashion houses.  
Her favourite designers were Chanel, Balenciaga, Dior  
and the Royal Family’s designer, Norman Hartnell.

What an honour!
Madame Manfré always went to the bride’s house  
on the day of the wedding. It was considered an honour 
for the family to be able to say “Madame Manfré dressed 
my daughter!” But then, she never attended  
the wedding. She was always a bit of a mystery. 
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Mary Ellul was a woman with superhero strength.  
During World War II she was the only woman working as an 

Air Raid Warden. 
She saved the lives of many trapped under the rubble.  

She was a wartime heroine!

Between 1940 and 1942,  
during World War II,  
Malta was under attack all the time 
by the air forces of Italy and Germany. 
They wanted to take control  
of Malta from the British,  
so that their ships and planes  
could refuel in Maltese ports  
on their way to the countries  
they occupied in North Africa.

Hah!  
They don’t know 
that we Maltese  

never give up!never give up!

German
Luftwaffe

planes.

What was an Air Raid Warden?
In wartime, some civilians  
had special duties during air raid alerts. 
They sounded the air raid sirens, 
and made sure that people switched off  
all lights – so there was a total blackout  
and enemy pilots would not know  
where to target. They helped people  
go down public shelters, and after  
the attack, rescued people trapped under  
the rubble of the destroyed buildings. 

Mary! 
Thank you!

Woohoo!

Air Raid
Siren

After every 
bombardment, 

she would get out of the  
shelter and heave  

and toss aside  
huge blocks of masonry  

to search for victims.  
Just like Wonder Woman,  
she lifted huge boulders  

with her own hands  
and rescued people  

from under the rubble,  
which earned her 

the nickname of “Mary Man”. 

These 
Germans are 

trying to make 
us give up by 

destroying our 
houses!

Go Woman!

She especially saved lives  
on the day of a terrible attack  

on St Rita Street in Sliema. 

This will teach you some manners, 
young men!

Into the sea you go!

God bless  
her strength! 

What would we do 
without her?
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Beware the bouncer!

After the war,  

she worked  

as a bouncer,  

a security guard for bars, 

to stop troublemakers 

from being nuisances.  

How did Mary deal  

with rowdy, noisy sailors? 

Easy peasy:  

she chucked them into 

the Sliema sea!

At the sound of the Air Raid Siren, 
people rushed to underground 
shelters to protect themselves  
from the intensive bombing  
in ports, towns and villages. 


